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PREVENTING THE INTRODUCTION 
OF EXOTIC SPECIES 

SOURCE:  SHORELINE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP)  Uof M

Why are exotic species a problem 

Today, "exotics"-the term for organisms that 
have been introduced into areas where they 
are not native-are considered to be among the 
most severe, worldwide agents of habitat 
alteration and degradation.  

They are a major cause in the continuing loss 
of biological diversity throughout the world. 
They have caused extinction of some native 
species. Exotic species can be thought of as 
"biological pollutants." Moving plants or 
animals, accidentally or intentionally, from one 
habitat into another where they have never 
been before is risky business.  

In the absence of predators, parasites, 
pathogens, and competitors from their native 
habitat, species introduced under favorable 
conditions will often overrun their new home 
and crowd out important native species. Once 
established, exotics can rarely be eliminated. 
To Protect Your Lake from Exotics  

There are many BMPs you can adopt as an 
individual to minimize the spread of aquatic 
exotic plants and animals: Learn what these 
organisms look like and monitor for their 
presence.  

If you suspect a new infestation of an exotic 
plant or animal, report it to Minnesota Sea 
Grant Extension in Duluth, (218) 726-8712, or 
the MN Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Exotic Species Program in St. Paul, 
1-800-766-6000 or (612) 296-2835, or a local 
DNR fishery office.  

Species of Concern 

Aquatic exotic species that are 
caus ing par t i cu la r concern in 
Minnesota today are shown below. 
Other exotics of concern are the 
common carp, sea lamprey, rusty 
crayfish, white perch, flowering rush, 
and curly leaf pondweed. Species are 
not drawn in correct proportion to 
each other. 

Don Luce Bell Museum 
of Natural History 
Zebra Mussel (Dreissena 
polymorpha)  
Size: 1/4 to 2 inches  

MN DNR 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (Myriophyllum 

spicatum) 
Leaflet: 1/2 
life size 

M. Baradlai 
Eurasian 
Ruffe 

(Gymnocephalus cernuus)  

Size: 2 to 5 inches
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Species of Concern 

Donna Francis 
Round Goby 
(Neogobius 
melanostomus) 
SizeL 2 to 12 
inches 

Don Luce Bell 
Museum of 
Natural 
History 
Spiny Water 
Flea 

(Bythotrephes cederstroemi)  
Size: 3/8 inch 

MN DNR 
Purple Loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria) Size: 
2 to 7 feet

Best Management Practices 

● Consult the DNR for recommendations 
and permits before you try to control or 
eradicate an exotic pest. Remember, 
exotic species thrive on disturbance. Do-
it-yourself control treatments often make 
matters worse and can harm native 
species. 
● Organize educational campaigns and 

committees. Contact Sea Grant if you 
would like to become a volunteer zebra 
mussel monitor. Your lake association or 
civic group could also undertake an 
educational campaign in your area. 
Cconduct public awareness events at 
water accesses (at DNR accesses, notify 
the DNR before planning an activity). 
Don't transport water, animals, or plants 
from one lake or river to another. In 
Minnesota, it is illegal to transport 
surface water, aquatic plants, or exotic 
species.  
● Remove plants and animals from your 

boat, trailer, and accessory equipment 
(anchors, centerboards, trailer hitch, 
wheels, rollers, cables, and axles) before 
leaving the water access area.  
● Drain your livewell, bait bucket, and bilge 

water before leaving the water access 
area. Empty your bait bucket on land, 
never into the water. Never dip your bait 
bucket into one lake if it has water in it 
from another. And, never dump live bait 
from one water body into another.  
● Wash your boat, tackle, downrigger 

cables, and trailer with hot water. Flush 
hot water (at least 104·F) through your 
motor's cooling system and other boat 
parts that normally get wet. If possible, 
spray your boat, trailer, 
and accessories with hot, 
high pressure water. Let 
everything dry for five 
days before transporting 
your boat to another 
body of water (both hot 
water and drying will kill 
zebra mussels).
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Introduction to aquatic plants
Leaf arrangement:

Alternate                Opposite             Whorled

Node

Leaf type:

Simple
(undivided)  

Compound
�GLYLGHG�LQWR�OHDȵHWV���

/HDȵHW

Leaf margins:

Entire                Serrate                Undulate

Central axis

Stem

Node
LeafWhorled leaf

Midvein

Node
Node

/HDȵHW
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�)HDWKHU\�ORRNLQJ�ZLWK�IRXU�OHDYHV�SHU�ZKRUO
ȏ�/HDYHV�KDYH�FHQWUDO�D[LV�ZLWK����Ȃ����OHDȵHW�SDLUV
ȏ�&DQ�JURZ�XS�WR����IHHW�ORQJ�
ȏ�3URGXFHV�SLQN�DQG�ZKLWH�ȵRZHUV�RQ�VSLNH�DERYH�VXUIDFH
ȏ�/HDYHV�EHFRPH�OLPS�ZKHQ�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�ZDWHU

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�&RRQWDLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�%ODGGHUZRUWV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:KLWH�ZDWHU�FURZIRRW��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�PDULJROG��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�ODNHV��SRQGV��DQG�VORZ�PRYLQJ�
��DUHDV�RI�ULYHUV�RU�VWUHDPV
ȏ�*URZV�EHVW�LQ�GHSWKV�RI���Ȃ����IHHW�

CURRENTLY FOUND 

(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO
 Myriophyllum spicatum

Ζ19$6Ζ9(

Note: Eurasian watermilfoil 
is known to hybridize with 

northern watermilfoil. 

Hybrid watermilfoil is 
also considered invasive 
and should be reported. 

Four leaves per whorl with 
12 Ȃ����OHDȵHW�SDLUV�SHU�OHDI

Above-surface 
ȵRZHUV
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�)RXU�OHDYHV�SHU�ZKRUO
ȏ�(DFK�OHDI�KDV�EHWZHHQ���Ȃ����OHDȵHW�SDLUV
ȏ�/HDYHV�KDYH�D�FHQWUDO�D[LV�DQG�DUH�ULJLG�
��ZKHQ�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�ZDWHU

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�&RRQWDLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�%ODGGHUZRUWV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�PDULJROG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:KLWH�ZDWHU�FURZIRRW��QDWLYH�
ȏ�0LQQHVRWD�KDV�VL[�QDWLYH�PLOIRLO�VSHFLHV��
��WKLV�LV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�GHSWKV�RI�XS�WR����IHHW

CURRENTLY FOUND

1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO
Myriophyllum sibiricum

1$7Ζ9(

Four leaves per whorl 
with 4 Ȃ����OHDȵHW�SDLUV�SHU�OHDI 
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�/HDYHV�KDYH�QR�FHQWUDO�D[LV�DQG�DUH�EUDQFKLQJ
ȏ�&DQ�JURZ�XS�WR�VL[�IHHW�ORQJ�
ȏ�2IWHQ�IUHH�ȵRDWLQJ

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�PDULJROG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�%ODGGHUZRUWV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:KLWH�ZDWHU�FURZIRRW��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�ZDWHU�XS�WR����IHHW�GHHS
ȏ�8SSHU�OHDYHV�PD\�UHDFK�VXUIDFH�
��DQG�IRUP�GHQVH�SDWFKHV
ȏ�&DQ�EHFRPH�KLJKO\�DEXQGDQW�DQG�
��IRUP�ȊRLO�VOLFNVȋ�ZKHQ�LW�GLHV�EDFN

CURRENTLY FOUND

&RRQWDLO
 Ceratophyllum demersum

1$7Ζ9(

Branching 
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�7KLQ�OHDYHV�EUDQFKLQJ�DQG�]LJ�]DJJLQJ�FDQ�JLYH�D�ȊIUDFWDOȋ�DSSHDUDQFH�
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�KLJKO\�GLVVHFWHG�DQG�KDYH�QR�FHQWUDO�D[LV
ȏ�+DV�EODGGHUV��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�ȴOOHG�ZLWK�LQYHUWHEUDWH�
��YLFWLPV�RI�WKHVH�FDUQLYRURXV�SODQWV��
ȏ�+DV�VQDSGUDJRQ�OLNH�ȵRZHUV

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�&RRQWDLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�PDULJROG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:KLWH�ZDWHU�FURZIRRW��QDWLYH�
ȏ�0LQQHVRWD�KDV�HLJKW�EODGGHUZRUW�VSHFLHV�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�8VXDOO\�IRXQG�LQ�VKDOORZ�ZDWHUV
ȏ�6RPH�DUH�IUHH�ȵRDWLQJ��VRPH�
��SUHIHU�WR�EH�EXULHG�LQ�VHGLPHQW

CURRENTLY FOUND

%ODGGHUZRUWV
Utricularia spp.

1$7Ζ9(

Branching
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White water crowfoot
Ranunculus aquatilis

NATIVE

Branching leaves 

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�*URZV�LQ�PDWV�RQ�WKH�ZDWHUȇV�VXUIDFH�
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�KLJKO\�GLVVHFWHG
ȏ�3URGXFHV�ȵRZHUV�ZLWK�\HOORZ�
��FHQWHUV�DQG�ȴYH�ZKLWH�SHWDOV
ȏ�2IWHQ�KDV�PRGLȴHG�OHDYHV�DW�VXUIDFH

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�PDULJROG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�%ODGGHUZRUWV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�&RRQWDLO��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�SRQGV��VORZ�PRYLQJ�VWUHDPV��DQG�PDUVKHV�
ȏ�&DQ�JURZ�XS�WR���WR���LQFKHV�DERYH�ZDWHUȇV�VXUIDFH

CURRENTLY FOUND
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�2SSRVLWH�WR�ZKRUOHG��KLJKO\�GLVVHFWHG�OHDYHV�
��WKDW�DUH�YDULDEOH�DORQJ�VWHPV
ȏ�/HDYHV�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�FHQWUDO�D[LV
ȏ�3URGXFHV�\HOORZ�EXWWHUFXS�ȵRZHUV�ZLWK�
��PRUH�WKDQ�ȴYH�SHWDOV�LQ�PLG��WR�ODWH�VXPPHU
ȏ�+DV�WZR�VLPSOH�HPHUJHQW�OHDYHV�XQGHU�WKH�
��ȵRZHU�WKDW�DUH�VHUUDWHG

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(XUDVLDQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�&RRQWDLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUPLOIRLO��QDWLYH�
ȏ�%ODGGHUZRUWV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:KLWH�ZDWHU�FURZIRRW��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�ZDWHU�XS�WR����IHHW�GHHS
ȏ�)ORZHUV�DUH�DERYH�ZDWHU

CURRENTLY FOUND

:DWHU�PDULJROG
Bidens beckii �IRUPHUO\�Megalodonta beckii)

1$7Ζ9(
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KEYS TO ID
ȏ�6XEPHUVHG�SODQW�WKDW�JURZV�LQWR�WKLFN�PDWV
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�EULJKW�JUHHQ�ZLWK�D�PLGYHLQ�GRZQ�WKH�FHQWHU�DQG�
��DUH�EHWZHHQ�Э�DQG���LQFKHV�ORQJ
ȏ�/HDYHV�GLUHFWO\�DWWDFKHG�WR�VWHP��VWDONOHVV��LQ�ZKRUOV�RI���Ȃ����
��RIWHQ���
ȏ�$VFHQGLQJ�VWHPV�FDQ�JURZ�XS�WR����IHHW�ORQJ
ȏ�7XEHUV�RU�WXULRQV�PD\�EH�SUHVHQW
ȏ�/HDYHV�KDYH�VKDUSO\�WRRWKHG�VHUUDWHG�
��HGJHV�WKDW�PD\�UHTXLUH�D�KDQG�OHQV�WR�VHH

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�Elodea �QDWLYH�
ȏ�%UD]LOLDQ�ZDWHUZHHG��LQYDVLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�6WUHDPV��ODNHV��DQG�SRQGV�
ȏ�ΖQ�VKDOORZ�RU�GHHS�ZDWHUV
ȏ�0D\�LQYDGH�GHHS�ZDWHUV�ZKHUH�QDWLYH�SODQWV�FDQȇW�JURZ
ȏ�+DV�QRW�EHHQ�IRXQG�LQ�0LQQHVRWD

CURRENTLY FOUND  

+\GULOOD
Hydrilla verticillata

Ζ19$6Ζ9(

Dense mat

Tuber
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Dense mat

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�/HDYHV�LQ�ZKRUOV�RI���WR��
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�EHWZHHQ�б�DQG�����LQFKHV�ORQJ
ȏ�6PDOO�ZKLWH�ȵRZHUV�ZLWK���SHWDOV�PD\�EH�YLVLEOH
ȏ�&DQ�IRUP�GHQVH�PDWV�WKDW�ORRN�EXVK\

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�(ORGHD��QDWLYH�
ȏ�+\GULOOD��LQYDVLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�6XEPHUVHG��FDQ�EH�IUHH�ȵRDWLQJ�RU�URRWHG
ȏ�&RPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�KRPH�DTXDULD
ȏ�1R�HVWDEOLVKHG�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�0LQQHVRWD

CURRENTLY FOUND 

%UD]LOLDQ�ZDWHUZHHG
 Egeria densa

Ζ19$6Ζ9(
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Three leaves per whorl

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�:KRUOV�RI���RYDO�VKDSHG�OHDYHV��ZKRUOV�RI���PD\�RFFXU�
ȏ�&DQ�JURZ�XS�WR�WKUHH�IHHW�WDOO
ȏ�/HDYHV�KDYH�VPRRWK�HGJHV�DQG�
��DUH�EHWZHHQ�¼�DQG�а�LQFKHV�ORQJ
ȏ�6PDOO�ZKLWH�ȵRZHUV�YLVLEOH�
��DERYH�ZDWHU�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�+\GULOOD��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�%UD]LOLDQ�ZDWHUZHHG��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�0LQQHVRWD�KDV�WKUHH�QDWLYH�Elodea�VSHFLHV

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�ZDWHU�XS�WR����IHHW�GHHS
ȏ�1HDU�VWUHDP�LQOHWV
ȏ�0D\�EH�IUHH�ȵRDWLQJ

CURRENTLY FOUND

&RPPRQ�ZDWHUZHHG
Elodea canadensis

1$7Ζ9(

Three leaves per whorl

HW�WDOO
JHV�DQG�
QFKHV�ORQJ
OH�
PHU

TO

DVLYH�
WLYH�Elodea�VSHFLHV

K
HHS

UND
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Actual size of bulbils

Below: orange antheridia

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�/RQJ��VPRRWK�EUDQFKOHWV�DUH�DWWDFKHG�LQ�ZKRUOV�RI���Ȃ���DQG�
��EUDQFK�DV\PPHWULFDOO\�DW�WLSV
ȏ�6WHPV�DUH�VPRRWK
ȏ�6PDOO��VWDU�VKDSHG�EXOELOV�IRUP�RQ�FOHDU�WKUHDGV�DW�EDVH�RI�
��SODQW�DQG�PD\�EH�IRXQG�DERYH�RU�EHORZ�WKH�VHGLPHQW�VXUIDFH
ȏ�6PDOO��RUDQJH�VSKHUHV�FDOOHG�DQWKHULGLD�PD\�EH�YLVLEOH��
��WKHVH�DUH�PDOH�UHSURGXFWLYH�VWUXFWXUHV�
ȏ�%UDQFKOHWV�W\SLFDOO\�VHYHUDO�LQFKHV�ORQJ��ORQJHU�WKDQ�Chara RU�Nitella
ȏ�&DQ�ȴOO�ZDWHU�FROXPQ�DQG�IRUP�VXUIDFH�PDWV

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�1DWLYH�Chara �QDWLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Nitella �QDWLYH�
ȏ�6DJR�SRQGZHHG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�VWDUJUDVV��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�ΖQ�VKDOORZ��VWLOO�ZDWHU�DQG�QHDU�DFFHVVHV

CURRENTLY FOUND

6WDUU\�VWRQHZRUW
Nitellopsis obtusa

Ζ19$6Ζ9(
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Rough stems; whorled branchlets

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�6WHPV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�URXJK�DQG�FUXQFK\
ȏ�7KLQ�EUDQFKOHWV�IRUP�ZKRUOV�DURXQG�WKLQ�VWHPV
ȏ�%UDQFKOHWV�DUH�QRW�IRUNHG�DW�WLSV
ȏ�0D\�SURGXFH�EXOELOV��EXW�QRW�VWDU�VKDSHG
ȏ�0D\�KDYH�PXVN\�RGRU

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�6WDUU\�VWRQHZRUW��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Nitella �QDWLYH�
ȏ�6DJR�SRQGZHHG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�VWDUJUDVV��QDWLYH�
ȏ�0LQQHVRWD�KDV�QLQH�Chara VSHFLHV

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�)XOO\�VXEPHUJHG
ȏ�$ORQJ�ODNH�ERWWRPV�IRUPLQJ�
��SDWFKHV�FDOOHG�PHDGRZV

CURRENTLY FOUND

0XVNJUDVVHV
Chara spp.

1$7Ζ9(
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Branchlets; smooth stemsBranchlets; smooth steems

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�6WHPV�DUH�VPRRWK
ȏ�%UDQFKOHWV�IRUN�R΍�HYHQO\�LQWR�WZR�RU�WKUHH�WLSV�DW�HQG
ȏ�7\SLFDO�EUDQFKOHWV�DUH�DURXQG�DQ�LQFK��PXFK�VKRUWHU�
��WKDQ�VWDUU\�VWRQHZRUW
ȏ�8QOLNH�VWDUU\�VWRQHZRUW��IRUNHG�WLSV�DUH�RI�HTXDO�OHQJWK
ȏ�%HFRPHV�OLPS�ZKHQ�RXW�RI�ZDWHU

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�6WDUU\�VWRQHZRUW��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Chara �QDWLYH�
ȏ�6DJR�SRQGZHHG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�VWDUJUDVV��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�2IWHQ�LQ�GHHSHU�]RQHV�RI�ODNH�
ȏ�$W�GHSWKV�XS�WR����IHHW

CURRENTLY FOUND

6WRQHZRUWV
Nitella spp.

1$7Ζ9(
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Alternating leaves

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�+DV�QDUURZ��VWL΍�OHDYHV�DOWHUQDWLQJ�R΍�WKH�VOHQGHU�VWHP�
ȏ�7KH�EDVH�RI�OHDYHV�DUH�WLJKWO\�DWWDFKHG�WR�VWHP�IRU�DERXW�
������RI�DQ�LQFK�EHIRUH�FRPLQJ�R΍�WKH�VWHP
ȏ�3URGXFHV�FOXVWHUV�RI�HJJ�VKDSHG�IUXLWV
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�YHU\�ȴQH�DQG�DOPRVW�
��ORRN�OLNH�SLQH�QHHGOHV
ȏ�*URZV�XS�WR�WKUHH�IHHW�WDOO

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�6WDUU\�VWRQHZRUW��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Chara �QDWLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Nitella �QDWLYH�
ȏ�:DWHU�VWDUJUDVV��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�8VXDOO\�LQ�VKDOORZ�ZDWHUV�XS�WR�VL[�IHHW
ȏ�(QWLUHO\�VXEPHUVHG�LQ�ZDWHU

CURRENTLY FOUND

6DJR�SRQGZHHG
Stuckenia pectinata

1$7Ζ9(

Fruit
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<HOORZ�ȵRZHUV

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�6PDOO�\HOORZ�ȵRZHUV�YLVLEOH�DERYH�ZDWHU�LQ�PLG��WR�ODWH�VXPPHU
ȏ�/HDYHV�ODFN�D�YLVLEOH�PLGYHLQ
ȏ�6OHQGHU�DQG�EUDQFKLQJ�VWHPV�ZLWK�DOWHUQDWLQJ�OHDYHV
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�QDUURZ�DQG�ȵDW
ȏ�0D\�FUHDWH�GHQVH�PDWV

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�6WDUU\�VWRQHZRUW��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�&KDUD��QDWLYH�
ȏ�6DJR�SRQGZHHG��QDWLYH�
ȏ�1DWLYH�Nitella �QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�0RVWO\�LQ�VKDOORZ�ZDWHUV�
��DQG�QHDU�VWUHDP�EDQNV
ȏ�2Q�VDQG\�RU�PXGG\�ERWWRPV

CURRENTLY FOUND

:DWHU�VWDUJUDVV
+HWHUDQWKHUD�GXELD

1$7Ζ9(



Page �71

Teeth on edges 

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�7KLQ��VXEPHUJHG�OHDYHV�KDYH�GLVWLQFW�
��ȊWHHWKȋ�DQG�ZDY\�HGJHV
ȏ�3URGXFHV�WXULRQV�WKDW�ORRN�OLNH�VPDOO��
��JUHHQLVK�EURZQ�SLQHFRQHV
ȏ�*HQHUDOO\�WKH�ȴUVW�SRQGZHHG�WR�FRPH�XS�
��LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��GLHV�EDFN�LQ�PLGVXPPHU
ȏ�/HDYHV�GR�QRW�FODVS�DURXQG�VWHP�ZKHUH�WKH\�FRQQHFW

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�&ODVSLQJ�OHDI�SRQGZHHG��QDWLYH�

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�/DNHV��ULYHUV��DQG�VWUHDPV�LQ�ZDWHUV�XS�WR����IHHW�GHHS

CURRENTLY FOUND

&XUO\�OHDI�SRQGZHHG
Potamogeton crispus

INVASIVE

Turions
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Leaves clasping stems

KEYS TO ID
ȏ�/HDYHV�DOWHUQDWH�DORQJ�WKH�VWHP
ȏ�/HDYHV�DUH�ZLGH�DQG�ZDY\��EXW�GRQȇW�
��KDYH�ȊWHHWKȋ�OLNH�FXUO\�OHDI�SRQGZHHG
ȏ�/HDYHV�FODVS�DURXQG�VWHP�

LOOKS SIMILAR TO
ȏ�&XUO\�OHDI�SRQGZHHG��LQYDVLYH�
ȏ�$OVR�FDOOHG�5LFKDUGVRQȇV�SRQGZHHG

WHERE TO LOOK
ȏ�)XOO\�VXEPHUVHG
ȏ�ΖQ�ZDWHU�XS�WR����IHHW�

CURRENTLY FOUND

&ODVSLQJ�OHDI�SRQGZHHG
Potamogeton richardsonii

1$7Ζ9(
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Quick reference guide
Eurasian watermilfoil

Leaves alternate

Bladders present on leaves

Leaves whorled 

/HDȵHWV�RQ�D�FHQWUDO�D[LV

/HDYHV�ZLWK�����OHDȵHWV�������

/HDYHV�ZLWK�Ȳ���OHDȵHWV��������

Eurasian
watermilfoil

Northern
watermilfoil

Hybrid
watermilfoil

Coontail Water 
marigold

White water
crowfoot

[

[

[

[

[

[

[

[

[

[ [

[ [

Bladderworts

[

Hydrilla

ȱ���OHDYHV�LQ�D�ZKRUO

Ȳ���OHDYHV�LQ�D�ZKRUO

6KRZ\�ZKLWH�ȵRZHUV

Serrated leaf margins

Produces tubers and turions

Hydrilla Brazilian waterweed (ORGHD��ZDWHUZHHG�

[

[

[

[

[��XVXDOO\��� [��XVXDOO\���

Starry stonewort
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Whorled branchlets, like stem

Strong odor

Rough stems

Forked branchlets

Forked tips symmetrical 

Stays rigid out of water
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Starry 
stonewort

Chara spp. Nitella spp. Sago
pondweed

Water 
stargrass

[

[[[

[

[

[

[

[

Some species
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