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FALL 2014

A rare find.

Walleye numbers have
dropped — AGAIN.

Watershed Work Nears Completion!
A new mini wetland to filter runoff waters entering Lake

Washington.

First in a series of
articles on the recent
Property Owners
Survey.

Pigeon Lake
water samples.



Invasive Species Control

Cormorant/Pelican Lobby

Watershed Cleanup

Watercraft Inspection

Communications

Grant Procurement

Social Events

If you are not a member, you need to be!

Look for your membership application next
spring.

For further information write to our membership office:
membership@lakewashingtonassn.com

LWIA is protecting your investment.
Become an LWIA Member
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FALL NEWSLETTER, 2014

Lake Washington Improvement Assn.
PO Box 68 Dassel, MN  55325
www.lakewashingtonassn.com

Email: info@lakewashingtonassn.com

Contact Us

General Issues:
info@lakewashingtonassn.com

Cormorant Issues
cormorants@lakewashingtonassn.com

Watercraft Inspection Program
inspections@lakewashingtonassn.com

Membership Changes
membership@lakewashingtonassn.com

Lake Alerts
alerts@lakewashingtonassn.com

Invasive Species Program
Invasive@lakewashingtonassn.com

Watershed Project
watershed@lakewashingtonassn.com

Lost and found
lostfound@lakewashingtonassn.com

 The Lake Washington Newsletter is
published three times a year (Spring, Summer
and Fall) by the Lake Washington Improve-
ment Association.  It is distributed free to lake
property owners and friends around Lake
Washington.

Cover:  Our first major watershed proj-
ect is under way and nearly finished.

6 Walleye numbers plummet once
again after fourth DNR Survey.
See the Cormorant Committee re-
port.

10 Rare spotted salamander cap-
tured.

11 Some basic findings from
the recent Property Own-
ers Survey.

13 Committee Reports.

12 This stuff is flowing toward
Lake Collinwood?

16 Political Adverts
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End of the Dock
It is that time of the year. I am sitting here at my desk and looking out at the lake trying to figure out
where the summer has gone. Thinking a couple of weeks ago it was 84 degrees, as I look at the out-
door thermometer it says 34 degrees. What a change! So I need to get the play toys, including the
dock, out of the water and winterized. I am sure you will be doing the same thing.

Remember to STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS by CLEANING all visible aquatic plants from water-
craft, trailers, and water-related equipment before leaving any water access or shoreline. DRAIN wa-
ter-related equipment ( boat, portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, live well and bait well by

removing drain plugs before leaving a water access or shoreline
property. Keep drain plugs out and water-draining devices open
while transporting watercraft. DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including
minnows, leeches, and worms, in the trash. It is illegal to release
live bait into a water body or release aquatic animals from one wa-
ter body to another. If you want to keep your live bait, you must re-
fill the bait container with bottled or tap water. I know this gets to be
a pain but following these steps will help protect our lakes and wa-
terways against Aquatic Invasive Species.

Ron Bubany and I had the pleasure this summer in working with
Pam Anderson, Water Quality Specialist, Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA). This effort involved gathering water samples
at the inlet, outlet and downstream of Pigeon Lake.  Then have the
water samples tested and analyzed to determine what impact the
cormorant and pelican's rookery has on water quality. These sam-
ples were given to a test lab and then we had the test results annu-
alized by Pam Anderson, MPCA. She issued a report indicating

some test parameters were high but not to the point of being impaired.

With these test results it looks like we won't be sending an eviction notice to the cormorants or peli-
cans nesting on Pigeon Lake in the near future. Would like to thank Pam for her timely support of this
project and also Collinwood Lake Community Association, George Kraemer, who helped financially
support this effort along with Meeker County.  Also see article "A Qualitative Analysis of Pigeon Lake
Water Flow" which points out the benefit of wetlands.

I have been on the Lake Washington Improvement Association's Board of Director's going on
7 years, of those 6 as President.  I have enjoyed my time on the Board and found it to be very
interesting and challenging. Due to health issues I will be stepping down as president but will
continue as an active board member. If you are interested in a rewarding position, please con-
tact me or any board member for more information.

In closing I would like to thank all the members for their support thru membership dues and dona-
tions. If you are not a member please join. Hope to see you ice fishing. That sounds cold!!!

The presentation that Lee Sundmark, DNR  gave at the August potluck is on our website. You can
view it at http://www.lakewashingtonassn.com/pdfs/DNRAug2014.pdf.

Ken Klehr, President
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The Watershed Committee Attacks Runoff Pollution
Ken Klehr, Skip Sustacek, Rick Fernstrom, Rick Johnson

Work on our project is proceeding very well considering our wet weather.  Leveling of the extra soil
and seeding is left to do.  Linberg Excavating Inc of Cokato has done a great job.  If you can, stop by
and see the project ½ mile east of County 14 on 215th St (north side).

Thank you to Ellsworth Township Board for the $500 donation for our project.

Next spring, Dockside Magazine will have an article about our watershed improvement.  Editor Juli-
ana Thill is very happy that we contacted her about our project.

Thank you to all from Ken Klehr, Rick Johnson, Rick Fernstrom and Skip Sustacek water shed com-
mittee for all your support.

People – if you feel you have a watershed problem in your area, please contact one of the committee
members.
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Cormorants and Pelicans.  Here we go again…
Rick Fernstrom, Ken Klehr, Dean Shaner, George Kraemer, Ray Haugland, Arlan Lovald,
Milt Lueneburg, Ron Bubany

At the August 2nd Lake Washington Improvement Association potluck, Lee Sundmark, Supervisor
DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife, Section of Fisheries Hutchinson Fisheries Management Area, was
our guest speaker to cover the cor- morant & pelican impact on area lakes.
Lee handed out information and covered the various areas of Lake
Washington fish surveys supporting the argument that cormorants are not
adversely impacting fish population. As expected, we heard that the DNR
cannot conclude that fish stocks have been depleted by cormorants beyond the normal range of his-
torical and lake class catch rate variability.  We also heard that walleye survey abundance must be

below the 25 percentile for two or more surveys before the DNR
considers recommending a reduction in cormorants.

Shortly after the Potluck, the 2014 Lake Washington fish survey
data became available. The overall trend of fish 0 - 14 inches
(cormorant feeding range) continues to drop (fourth consecutive
fish survey drop) yet walleye data does not support a depreda-
tion order from the DNR.

Below is a summary of the 2014 Lake Washington fish survey
and the trend showing the continued drop in fish per net set.

“fourth consecutive
survey drop”
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Cormorants (continued)
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Cormorants (continued)
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Cormorants (continued)
On a related topic, the DNR released the note below regarding another outbreak of Newcastle dis-
ease on Pigeon Lake.  Every two years, this disease surfaces and not only kills the very birds we
wish to reduce but also infects other species that are at a minimal population.  More importantly,
Newcastle disease is a threat to local poultry farmers and can have a devastating impact on commer-
cial bird populations.   So what is more important to the DNR?  Risk the fish population of area lakes
and endanger local poultry farmers or protect the birds that drive the risk?

DNR NEWS – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  -  September 18, 2014

Islands in Pigeon Lake in Meeker County closed due to bird virus

Islands in Pigeon Lake in Meeker County have been closed to public access following the dis-
covery of virulent Newcastle Disease Virus (vNDV) in double-crested cormorants.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources made
the decision when about 30 cormorants and several
pelicans were recently found dead at nesting colonies
on those islands. The National Wildlife Health Center in
Madison, Wisconsin, confirmed the virus late last week.
The islands will be closed until further notice. The clo-
sure is intended to reduce potential disease spread
among domestic and wild bird species.

Newcastle Disease rarely affects humans but when it does it generally causes conjunctivitis,
which is a relatively mild inflammation of the inner eyelids. It is spread to humans by close
contact with sick birds. Wild birds can be a potential source of the disease if they come into
contact with domestic poultry. Owners of domestic poultry (including small flocks) should not
come in contact with birds believed to have vNDV.

Area farmers should practice sound bio security proce-
dures, including monitoring their poultry flock for signs of
illness and taking steps to prevent wild birds from having
contact with their domestic birds. If domestic birds show
sign of sickness, producers should contact their veteri-
narian or the Minnesota Board of Animal Health at 320-
231-5170.

Newcastle Disease is a viral disease that most commonly
infects cormorants, but can also affect gulls and pelicans.
Clinical signs of infection in wild birds are often neuralgic
and include droopy head or twisted neck, lack of coordi-
nation, inability to fly or dive and complete or partial
paralysis. Juveniles are most commonly affected.

This is not the first time vNDV has occurred on Pigeon Lake. The last outbreaks were in 2010
and 2012 and also involved multiple sites throughout the state. Public access to islands with
nesting colonies was closed during those events as well.

Islands in Pigeon Lake in Meeker
County have been closed to public
access following the discovery of
virulent Newcastle Disease Virus
(vNDV) in double-crested cormo-
rants.
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Rare Spotted Salamander found!
In Minnesota, Spotted Salamanders(Ambystoma
maculatum) weren't documented until the spring of 2001 during
surveys conducted by the Minnesota Biological Survey. The
Spotted Salamander is a forest species more common in
the eastern United States.

This elusive species was documented in Minnesota on April 26,
2001 when seven Spotted Salamander egg masses were located
in a shallow wetland within the Nemadji State Forest.

Our own Tom Hauer discovered this beautiful specimen in his
very own driveway last month.  It measured about 9 inches long.

Tom submitted a report of the finding to the Minnesota DNR.

A Tainted Sunrise
Ron Bubany - Layout Editor

The sun is rising.  The lake view is one of matted, clogging weeds and algae
across the surface.  There are no boats nor fishermen, because the popular
walleye population has been decimated.  Pipe inlets and outlets are clogged
with mussels.  There is a faint clinging odor arising from the water.

Prospective property buyers such as nature lovers, boaters and fishermen are
looking for properties elsewhere.  As a result local property values are headed
south.

Can’t happen here?

Well, review information at the DNR.  Read and watch the scientific magazines and TV broad-
casts.  Recall the clogging masses of milfoil that occurred in Lake Washington just a few years
ago.

The only thing preventing such disasters is the Lake Washington Improvement Association
(LWIA).  LWIA is addressing all of these issues to keep them from happening, or at least reduc-
ing their impacts on our property values.

If you are not a member, you need to be.  Please set aside a few quarters each week and join
us when the membership applications are delivered next spring.  The dues are tax deductible
and, by helping to keep property values up, represent a much stronger investment than, say, a
bank savings account.
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Property Owner’s Survey
Steve Ullom

This is the first in a series of articles we will use to summarize the information
shared with the Board on the survey.  The complete survey, a summary analysis,
action plans, and all the written comments are now available on our website.

This forum will be used to provide feedback on specific information for property
owners, with the expressed purpose of increasing knowledge and understanding
of how their actions impact the lake community. Survey results showed 69% of the
surveys were returned, thanks primarily to the great effort of the Shoreline Cap-

tains and hard work by Cathy Klehr.  The data shows 53% of the people live on the lake year round
and 35% of the property owners have assumed ownership in the past 20 years. With this trend, prop-
erty owner’s actions and management practices become a more significant part of the management
of all the lake resources that include water quality, fish, wild life, and surrounding areas that directly
impact the water quality on a year round basis.  On average 10 adults and 8 children spent time at
the lake for each survey respondent.  Data reported showed an average of 1.5 watercraft per proper-
ty.  People have found many water activities for Lake Washington: 75% of the respondent’s fish, with
swimming and boating completing the top three.  When asked
about water quality, 75% said the water quality has about the
same for the past 5 years. The ranked order of issues and prob-
lems showed the following: Eurasian Water Milfoil, cormorants,
water clarity, fishing, shore- line erosion, and boating traffic in or-
der of significance. 90% were aware of Lake Washington’s yearly milfoil treatment plan included
treating 70 acres per year on a rotating basis. Respondents rank ordered ‘what most affects water
quality on the lake’: Runoff 46% and milfoil 38% were two areas of statistical significance the Associa-
tion needs to address.  The data shows 94% of the people regularly receive the Newsletter and it pro-
vides valuable information about what happening on the lake, updates on laws and rule changes, and
provides useful information.

Some Action Points the Board will be addressing in future Newsletters will focus on: water quality
(what do we do that most affects it), the impact of runoff, septic systems maintenance, increasing As-
sociation membership, invasive species, fishing concerns, water safety, and providing better more up
to date information on the annual water testing results, actions of various committees, and sharing
information we have on our website.

As property owners we can become more educated by referencing information we have published in
our Lake Washington Directory on Lake History, Your Shoreline Septic System, Shoreline Erosion,
Lawns and Gardens, Hazardous Household Products, and Minimizing Runoff.  The directory is pub-
lished on our website.

This forum will provide feed-
back on specific information
for property owners.
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A Qualitative Analysis of Pigeon Lake Water Flow
Ron Bubany and Ken Klehr

While collecting water samples for quantitative analysis (see our Water Quality article) Ken and I also
collected three samples for subjective analysis.  The samples are shown below.

S001 is the water collected from the inlet to Pigeon Lake.  The water is sparkling clear as it might ap-
pear in a mountain stream.

S002 is the water collected from the outlet of Pigeon Lake.  This water is tainted yellow-green and
has a putrid smell.  This could be from algae, farm runoff, or perhaps from the large
Cormorant/Pelican colonies on the lake. Maybe all three.

S003 is the water from Pigeon Lake after it has passed through a large wetland area and is moving
into Lake Collinwood. This water is once again sparkling clear, demonstrating in vivid detail the value
of our wetlands.  If not for these lands, Lake Collinwood would surely be severely impacted.

Invasive Species
Ron Bubany, Tom Hauer, Ken Klehr, Milt Lueneburg, Bill Ooley, Pat Hanson, Mary Braaten

This summer we conducted three extensive surveys, looking for Eurasian Water Milfoil.  None of
these surveys produced any evidence of the plant.  As a result, no treatments were ordered or per-
formed this year.

Strangely, lakes Manuella and Stella continue to have milfoil.  Lake Stella was, in fact, treated this
summer.  Bizarre.

We will continue our surveys in 2015, as most likely the milfoil will recur.  Also, we will be having an
eye out for zebra mussels which seem to be coming in our direction. Lakes near us include Green
and Calhoun (Kandyohi County), Fish Lake (Wright County) and Watab Lake (Stearns County).
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Committee Reports

FINANCE / FUND RAISING COMMITTEE
Lyle Walker

As the summer season comes to a close, the financial position of the Lake Association at September
30, 2014 remains strong.  Memberships for 2014 number 217 and generated $10,850 for the Associ-
ation.  Members donated $5,225 to the Invasive Species fund and we benefitted from the fact that we
did not have to spend any funds for milfoil treatment this season.  Support for the Dassel Fire Depart-
ment was strong again, with 77 members donating $1,775 through the Association.  With no unpaid
bills on hand at September 30, total funds are $108,789.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
 Skip Sustacek, Mike & Sandy Wosmek, Mary Braaten

The annual All-Lake Pot Luck Dinner was held on Saturday, August 2nd.  Sloppy Joes and beverag-
es were provided, and everyone enjoyed the variety of potluck dishes that were brought to share.
 There were some amazing door prizes, and best of all, there were more door prizes than there were
people.  So, some of us went away with 2 door prizes.  Lee Sundmark, from DNR Fisheries Depart-
ment, presented information about pelicans, cormorants, and the history of the area's fish popula-
tions.  The graphs that accompanied his presentation are available on the Lake Washington
Improvement Association website, http://www.lakewashingtonassn.com.

We would like to thank all the businesses that generously gave those door prizes, which are listed in
the Communications Committee Report.  We want to remind members to patronize these businesses
that donated, and also those businesses that advertise in our newsletter.  When you are in their busi-
ness, please mention where you saw their donation or ad, to help encourage them to support the
Lake Washington Improvement Association.

Our 2015 social events are:

First Saturday in May, May 2, 2015:  Free Pork Chop Dinner, and Annual Meeting
First Saturday in August, August 1, 2015:  All-Lake Pot Luck Dinner
Both will be held at the Dassel Rod & Gun Club

COOKBOOKS
Cathy Klehr, Sandy Wosmek

Lake Washington cookbooks are available for $10.00.  To purchase a cookbook call Cathy @ 320-
626-2056, Sandy @ 320-275-4662 or go to info@lakewashingtonassn.com and we can get a copy to
you.
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Committee Reports (continued)
SHORELINE CAPTAINS/MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Cathy Klehr, Rick Johnson, Mike & Sandy Wosmek

Currently we have 217 paid members and many of you made additional contributions to the milfoil
fund and the Dassel Fire Dept.  Your continued support is appreciated and needed in our effort to
keep our Lake Washington clean and healthy for ALL to enjoy throughout the year.   If you have not
paid dues for this year, you can still do so by mailing in a check for $50 to LWIA, Box 68, Dassel, MN.
55325.  We all need to work together in supporting our lake needs.

Special Thanks to the Shoreline Captains for all the time and effort they put into reaching out to lake
residents:

Sheryl Faust Jenna O’Brien Bob Paulson Phil Flores Christine Ullom
Liz Milne Jenny Kjell Grace Brinkmann Mike, Sandy Wosmek Sharon Daniels
Ray Haugland John Sandstede Jim Wendling Jim Barnes Steve Knapp
Cathy Klehr Nancy Finkenaur Mary Jo Lyke Ruth Fink John Bartz

For changes of address, phone, e-mail or any other information we should be aware of, please con-
tact us at

membership@lakewashingtonassn.com
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COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Steve Ullom, Steve Grotbo, Rick Fernstrom, Tom Hauer

The following is a list of local businesses that donated door prizes for give away at our Pot Luck Din-
ner in August. Please take time to look at the list and remember we can thank them for supporting
LWIA by doing business with them through out the year. A Big Thank You to all of them from LWIA of
Meeker County.
Dassel: Dassel Coop, Ron’s Max Fuel, DC Auto Parts, Red Rooster Foods, 3rd St Café, Jimmy’s Piz-
za, Dassel Bakery, Latte Da Coffee. Darwin: Farmers State Bank of Darwin (Dassel); Darwin Monu-
ments, Blue Moose.
Litchfield: Country Store, Stockman’s, Sears, Econofoods, Runnings. Hutchinson: Sears, Land-
scape Concepts, Northern Links, B & B Sports. Cokato: Becky and Dan’s, Marketplace, Keavney
Drug, Chuck’s Florist,
Lake Region Insurance

The ads in the newsletter help defray the costs of mailing out the newsletter, if you know of anyone
wishing to advertise the price is $40 1/4 page, $60 1/2 page, and $80 full page.

Committee Reports (continued)
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